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PART I 

INTRODUCTORY 




CHAPTER I 


THE ME AXING OF DEATH 

Some Misconceptions about Dbath 

Death is s subject which cannot but be of the 
deepest interest to every one, since the one thing 
whioh is absolutely certain m the future biography 
of all men alike is that one day they must die — still 
more since there is hardly any one, except the very 
young, from whose ken death has not already re- 
moved some dearly loved one Yet though this is 
thus a question of such universal interest, there is 
perhaps none about which the misconceptions current 
in the popular mind are so many and so senous It 
is impossible for us to calculate the vast amount of 
utterly unnecessary sorrow and terror and misery 
which mankind m the aggregate has suffered simply 
from its ignorance and superstition with regard to 
this one most important matter There is amongst 
us a mass of false and foolish belief along this line 
which has worked untold evil in the past and is 
causing indesonbable suffering m the present, and 



